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Preamble

Against a background of increasing concern about the potential for natural and synthetic chemicals to
affect reproduction in humans and wildlife, there is a pressing need to develop screening and testing
methods which will enable an unequivocal identification of such hazardous properties. Experimental
data from a variety of laboratory studies are appearing at an increasing rate, providing a dilemma to
those involved in hazard and risk assessment because the reliability of the methods has yet to be

demonstrated.

The Task Force is in the process of evaluating the utility of available test methods for assessing
hazards to humans and wildlife. As a first step, a compendium of methods which have been reported
to identify chemicals affecting reproductive function (including those having oestrogenic activity) has
been compiled. It is published at this stage to encourage others to provide information to add to the
compendium and to effect the critical review of the methods.

In publishing this compendium, the Task Force is aware of the limitations of such methods for use in
regulatory toxicology; for example, there are acknowledged limitations in using in vitro methods
because they may fail to account for the complex metabolic and kinetic interactions known to be
important to the expression of toxicity in whole animals. Similarly in vivo studies may have limitations
in that functional effects may occur as a resuit of a variety of mechanistic interactions and may not be
relevant to other species. Such aspects have a profound influence on the utility of methods for
evaluating chemical risks, hence, the listing of a method in this compendium does not imply that it is

necessarily of value for such purpose.
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