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14-15 February 2012
The debate on the safety evaluation of chemicals for human
health and the environment has received increasing attention
in the recent past. For example, in response to the concern
that certain environmental chemicals could be interfering with
the endocrine system of humans and wildlife, regulations
have been promulgated by various regulatory bodies around
the world to target the evaluation of these types of effects
with the final goal to prevent adverse effects on human health
and the environment.
According to Annex XV of Regulation (EC) No 1907/2006
(Registration, Evaluation, Authorization and Restriction
of Chemicals (REACH)) in Europe, an Annex XV dossier
has to be prepared for compounds that are carcinogenic,
mutagenic, reproductively toxic, respiratory sensitizers,
persistent/bioaccumulative/toxic (PBT) or of equivalent
concern. While equivalent concern is somewhat unspecified,
chemicals that could interact with the endocrine system
would fall into that category. In the United States, the US
Congress enacted in 1996 Section 408(p) of the Food Quality
Protection Act (FQPA) which directed the US Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA) to develop and implement a
screening programme using “validated test systems” to
investigate the potential of chemicals to induce adverse
health effects through endocrine pathways. This endocrine
disruptor screening program (EDSP) is now underway and the
manufacturers of 67 pesticides and chemicals have to date
received test orders for the completion of tier 1 screening
tests to be done according to the EPA’s 890 test guidelines.
Since an Annex XV dossier or a positive finding from the
EDSP will have far reaching consequences, including use
restrictions up to a total ban, the assessment of endocrine
activity needs to be based on solid science starting from
reliable, robust, validated and internationally harmonised
screening tests up to, and including, an agreed upon
assessment of the available data considering a weight-ofevidence approach.
Endocrine Disruptors 2012 is a two-day conference
organised by iSmithers and Smithers Viscient which will
address key topics related to the evaluation of adverse effects
on the endocrine system and corresponding regulatory
requirements. Building on the success of the inaugural
conference which highlighted the environmental effects, the
2012 event will focus on the evaluation of the effects on
human health.
The conference will bring together experts from academia,
regulatory bodies, and industry from around the globe to
address the following topics:
• Test methods and testing strategies for the evaluation of
endocrine effects

Conference Venue
Holiday Inn Munich City Centre
Hochstrasse 3
81669 Munich, Germany
Tel: +49-89-48030
Fax: +49-89-4487170
Email: hi.muenchen@whgeu.com
Only 45 minutes by S-Bahn from Munich Airport to the artfilled spaces of Holiday Inn Munich - City Centre. Revive with a
swim in the indoor pool or catch up on emails with high-speed
Internet in your sleek Guest room. Discover Haidhausen’s
upbeat bars and restaurants or take the 10-minute S-Bahn trip
to Munich Central Station.

Accommodation
We are holding a number of rooms at the Holiday Inn Munich
City Centre at a specially negotiated rate. Accommodation
booking forms will be sent with your joining instructions on
receipt of your completed conference registration form. For
further assistance please email sgarrington@ismithers.net.

Early Registration Offers
Register before 2 December 2011 to take advantage of the
special Early Bird Discount registration fee.
Companies sending one or two delegates
€799 + German VAT @19% per delegate before 2 December 2011
€1099 + German VAT @19% per delegate after 2 December 2011

Companies sending three or more delegates
€699 + German VAT @19% per delegate before 2 December 2011
€999 + German VAT @19% per delegate after 2 December 2011

Registration includes a copy of the proceedings, lunches and
refreshments during the day. The cost of accommodation is not
included in the delegate registration fee.

Sponsorship & Exhibition
A limited number of costeffective sponsorship
opportunities are available to
promote your products and/
or services to a highly targeted
audience. Starting from as little
as €750 for a wallet service
this is an ideal opportunity
to maximise your company’s
profile at one of the industry’s leading events. For further
information please contact Helen Charlesworth,
tel: +44 (0)1939 250383, email: hcharlesworth@ismithers.net.

• Interpretation of results as part of risk assessment
• Recent regulatory activities
• Mode of action of endocrine disruptors; presentations of
new findings
• Case studies
Endocrine Disruptors 2012 is a must-attend event for
individuals working in:
• In vitro Toxicology • Toxicology and Eco-toxicology
• Research & Development • Regulatory Affairs
• Contract Research Organisations (CROs)

About the Organisers

iSmithers has been organising world class technical conferences
for the polymer and related industries for over 30 years. Drawing
authorities from industry and academia, conferences offer the
ideal forum to hear original, pioneering technical papers and
meet and exchange ideas with like-minded peers from across the
world. With topics spanning the latest developments in rubber
and plastics technology, legislative changes and market trends,
iSmithers conferences continue to attract over 1,200 senior
technical executives and decision makers per year.

Conference Agenda
Tuesday 14 February

Wednesday 15 February

08.30 COFFEE AND REGISTRATION
09.20 Welcome & Introduction to Endocrine Disruptors 2012

08.30 COFFEE

Session 1: Regulatory Aspects

09.00 Mechanisms of endocrine disruption in humans

09.30 EU’s approach to the regulation of endocrine disruptors
Giles Chappell, McKenna Long & Aldridge LLP, Belgium

10.00 OECD activities on endocrine disruptors testing and
assessment
Nathalie Delrue, OECD, France

10.30 COFFEE AND NETWORKING

Session 2: Test Strategies and Methods
11.00 The evaluation of control performance in the amphibian
metamorphosis assay (OPPTS 890.1100) and in the
fish short-term reproduction assay (OPPTS 890.1350)
with emphasis on weight of the evidence evaluation
of the endpoints for potential interaction with the
androgen, estrogen and thyroid hormone systems
Ronald C Biever & Mark A Cafarella, Smithers Viscient, USA

11.30 Guidance to clients on their testing strategies:
difficulties and constraints
Mike Neale, Matthew Kane & Thorsten Behsen, LKC
Switzerland Ltd, Switzerland

12.00 Evaluation and lessons learned in the in vitro tier 1
endocrine disruption screening assays
Dr Colleen Toole, DP Blakeman, S McColley, C Haines,
B Wallace, H Wagner, J Willoughby P Wilga & JM McKim
Jr, CeeTox, USA

12.30 Q & A SESSION
12.45 LUNCH AND NETWORKING
14.00 Lack of androgenicity and estrogenicity of the three
monomers used in a novel polyester plastic
Dr James Deyo, Eastman Chemical Company, USA

14.30 Endocrine disruption in aquatic environment from
mechanistic to predictive approach
Dr Stéphanie Nadzialek, Albemarle Europe Sprl, Prof
Patrick Kestemont & Sophie Depiereux, FUNDP Namur,
Belgium

15.00 A highly sensitive in vivo assay for the detection
of estrogenic activity using tg(cyp19a1b-GFP)
transgenic zebrafish embryos
Dr Olivier Kah, University of Rennes, France

15.30 COFFEE AND NETWORKING
16.00 Pharmacophore models for predicting endocrine
disrupting effects of xenobiotics: concept and case
studies on steroid modulating enzymes
Dr Daniela Schuster, Institute of Pharmacy/Pharmaceutical
Chemistry, Innsbruck, Austria

16.30 Bioassays for the identification of xenobiotics
interfering with steroid modulating enzymes:
disruption of key regulators of endocrine functions
Prof Alex Odermatt, Swiss Center for Applied Human
Toxicology and Division of Molecular and Systems
Toxicology, University of Basel, Switzerland

17.00 Q & A SESSION
17.15 END OF DAY ONE
18.30 EVENING SOCIAL EVENT

Session 3: Mode of Action/New Effects

Prof Tamara Galloway, David Melzer & Lorna Harries,
University of Exeter, UK

09.30 Role of endocrine disruptor chemicals on the
tissue levels of AhR and sex steroid receptors in
premenopausal breast cancer patients: comparison
with benign female tumours
Dr Sepideh Arbabi Bidgoli, Islamic Azad University,
Pharmaceutical Sciences Branch, Tehran - Iran

10.00 PPAR-mediated metabolic disruption by phthalates
Béatrice Desvergne, University of Lausanne, Switzerland

10.30 COFFEE AND NETWORKING
11.00 Epigenetic effects of endocrine-disrupting
compounds
Dr Ariane Paoloni-Giacobino, Swiss Center for Applied
Human Toxicology, Switzerland

Session 4: Case Studies

11.30 Epidemiological studies of Bisphenol A in adults
Prof David Melzer, University of Exeter, UK

12.00 Q & A SESSION
12.15 LUNCH AND NETWORKING
13.30 Effects of perinatal exposure to Bisphenol A on the
mammary gland
Prof Cathrin Brisken, National Center of Competence for
Molecular Oncology, Switzerland

14.00 Polycystic Ovary Syndrome (PCOS) and Bisphenol A
(BPA): experimental and clinical data
Dr Evanthia Diamanti-Kandarakis, Medical School
University of Athens, Greece

14.30 COFFEE AND NETWORKING

Session 5: Evaluation of Data including Risk
Assessment

15.00 Tiered approach for exposure assessment within an
integrated risk assessment framework of endocrine
disruptors in the Uruguay River
Diana Míguez, Technological Laboratory of Uruguay,
Uruguay; Elise Cartmell, Ana Soares & Simon Pollard,
Cranfield University, United Kingdom

15.30 National study on sperm quality in Switzerland
J Vargas, R Parapanov, A Senn & M Germond, FABER
Foundation, Lausanne, Switzerland; J Mendiola, University
of Murcia, Spain; E Stettler, Swiss Army Medical Services,
Switzerland

16.00 Q & A SESSION
16.15 CLOSE OF PROCEEDINGS

For further information

Please contact Helen Charlesworth or Sharon Garrington,
tel: +44 (0)1939 250383, email conferences@ismithers.net or visit
www.polymerconferences.com.

Conference Language

Please note that the conference will be conducted in English. Programme correct at
time of going to print.
The conference organisers reserve the right to modify or change the above
programme if necessary.

Fax to

Registration Form

+44 (0)1939 252416
PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY

1. First Name............................................................. Family Name ...................................................................... Job Title................................................................Dr/Prof/Mr/Ms...............
2. First Name............................................................. Family Name ...................................................................... Job Title................................................................Dr/Prof/Mr/Ms...............
3. First Name............................................................. Family Name ...................................................................... Job Title................................................................Dr/Prof/Mr/Ms...............

Contact Address

Invoice Address (if different)

Company.................................................................................................

Company................................................................................................

................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................

Address....................................................................................................

Address...................................................................................................

................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................

................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................

................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................

Telephone.................................................................................................

Telephone................................................................................................

Fax...........................................................................................................

Fax..........................................................................................................

E-mail.......................................................................................................

E-mail .....................................................................................................

Delegate Registration

❍ Wallet Service:

Companies sending one or two delegates

❍ €799 per delegate + German VAT @ 19% before 2 December 2011
❍ €1099 per delegate + German VAT @ 19% after 2 December 2011

€750 (Insertion of one pen or brochure, up to 6 A4 pages, in
every delegate conference bag)

❍ Tabletop Exhibition:

From €2000 (includes one delegate place)

Companies sending three or more delegates

❍ €699 per delegate + German VAT @ 19% before 2 December 2011
❍ €999 per delegate + German VAT @ 19% after 2 December 2011

❍ Members Discount:

Registration includes a copy of the proceedings, lunches and refreshments
during the day and an evening drinks reception.

Rapra Members are entitled to a further discount off the standard
registration fee.
If you have a Promotional Code
please enter it here

Payment Information
Please indicate in which currency you wish to pay. If no box has been ticked the default currency will be € Euro.

❍ € Euro
❍ £ Sterling (This will be applicable at the prevailing rate)
❍ $ US (This will be applicable at the prevailing rate)
❍ Please invoice my company - Purchase Order Number (if required)
❍ Cheque - Please make cheques payable to Smithers Rapra Technology Limited
Please enter your company Reg. no. below:
Bank Transfer - Account Name: Smithers Rapra Technology Limited. Please make direct payment to either of the
❍ following
National Westminster Bank accounts
National Westminster Bank, 8 Mardol Head, Shrewsbury, Shropshire, SY1 1HE, Sort Code 55-50-05, Ref. XED12
€ Euro Account No: 58879056 Swift No: NWBKGB2L Iban: GB97NWBK60720158879056
Please enter your company VAT no. below:
£ Sterling Account No: 55586767 Swift No: NWBKGB2L Iban: GB78NWBK55500555586767
$ US Dollars Account No: 58879064 Swift No: NWBKGB2L Iban: GB13NWBK60730158879064

❍ Credit Card Payment: ❍ MasterCard ❍ Visa ❍ American Express (please indicate)
Expiry Date:

Name on Credit Card (in CAPITALS)
Security Number (Visa/Mastercard - last 3 numbers in the signature box
on reverse of card. Amex - 4 number code on the front of the card)

Cancellation Terms By completing and returning this form delegates are agreeing to be bound by the
cancellation terms and conditions of registration. Substitutions can be made at any time, please inform
us in writing prior to the conference. If you wish to cancel your registration please do so in writing. A full
refund less 20% administration fee will be applicable 28 days before the conference. Cancellations
received after this time will be liable for the full registration fee.

Signature:

Return to:
Sharon Garrington, Conference Department,
Smithers Rapra, Shawbury, Shrewsbury, Shropshire,
SY4 4NR, United Kingdom.
Tel: +44 (0)1939 250383 Fax: +44 (0)1939 252416
E-mail: sgarrington@ismithers.net

www.polymerconferences.com

